FREEDOM    S   BATTLE

road were being constantly threatened. The fighting here was
probably fiercer than at any other point in the course of the war.
But Mora de Rubielos was held, and it was not until June i6th,
when the General Staff gave the order to its heroic defenders to
retire to the new line, that it fell into rebel hands.

Between April I5th and June loth the rebels had only gained
two strategic successes in positions of secondary importance. They
failed to break through the Republican defences on the coast, in
the centre, and at Teruel. On the Teruel-Sagunto road they
succeeded in advancing a few miles, but in the south their attacks
were a complete failure, while on the rebel right wing, near
Alcald de Chivert, the Republicans regained the offensive and
placed the enemy in a very difficult position.

Once again there was a change of tactics and direction. The
advance along the coast to Castell6n de la Plana, already attempted
various times, was renewed, and this time Albocdcer was taken
by the enemy.

Ever since the end of May, Albocdcer had been surrounded on
three sides. With its capture the rebels found themselves only
twelve miles from CastelI6n de la Plana. Gastell6n had suffered
from air raids as few loyal cities had done. Two out of every three
houses had been destroyed. The civilian population who, with the
many re&gees in the town, had helped to build a subterranean
city, had at last been evacuated. Gastell6n had ceased to be an
economic factor and had become a heap of ruins, but around
those ruins a fierce battle raged for five days, in which aeroplanes,
warships, tanks and artillery took part. At the end of the five days
the loyalist troops evacuated the city.

The main body of Republican troops took up new positions on
the River Mijares, about three miles south of Castell6n. For three
days other battalions held up the advance of an enemy ten times
as strong, and covered the retreat of the rest of the army. Only
when the last man and machine-gun had crossed the river, were
the temporary positions on the Mijares abandoned. This episode,
apparently of secondary importance, is an indication of the
degree of discipline reached by the Republican army and of the
fighting spirit of its officers and men.